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Tauffer believed that even where indicated in the neuroses 
oophorectomy was employed too late to be of service. Had 
Tauffer and the other Hungarians been acquainted with the 
American cases their objections would have been more strongly 
put. 


Electricity in Insanity. —Dr. Tigges (AIZgemeine Zeitschrift 
filr Psychiatrie, Band xxxix) has endeavored to affect the sym¬ 
pathetic system in the insane by placing one pole of the galvanic 
battery to some one of the cervical sympathetic ganglia, and the 
other pole on the continuation of the sympathetic nerves, or upon 
the transverse processes of the cervical vertebrae and on the arm ; 
or one electrode was placed on the first cervical sympathetic ganglia, 
and the other on the occiput. Marked effects were produced on 
stuporous insanity, or on melancholia attonita in this way. By the 
use of the constant current in hallucinations no very decided re¬ 
sults were obtained ; the anode placed in the auditory canal and 
the cathode applied to the neck had a soothing effect, and when 
reversed an exciting effect was observed. 


Different Unilateral Auditory Hallucinations on 
Opposite Sides. —Magnan (Journal de mddecine de Bordeaux , 
Sept. 30, 1883) states that there are hallucinated individuals who 
hear on one side agreeable things, and on the other side unpleas¬ 
ant. Magnan has recently had under observation four cases of 
this kind, of which one was reported in detail. The case was one 
of primary monomania, complicated by epilepsy. On the right side 
disagreeable statements are made, on the left ambitious ideas are 
conveyed. These latter hallucinations are obviously secondary to 
the first. Magnan concludes ; first, these unilateral hallucinations 
on opposite sides are independent of local lesion ; second, they 
do not differ from other hallucinations ; third, they prove the 
double action and functional independences of the two hemi¬ 
spheres ; fourth, analogous phenomena are noticed in hypnotic 
states ; fifth, their existence demonstrates the action of separate 
sensorial centres in the cortex. 


Paralysis Agitans and Insanity. —Parant ( Annales m'edico- 
psychologiques, July, 1883) concludes : first, that insanity, prop¬ 
erly so called, is encountered in the course of paralysis agitans, 
and may present variable types, but depression is, as a rule, pre¬ 
dominant ; second, that this insanity is probably due to an 
extension to the brain of the spinal-cord lesions, or to the forma¬ 
tion of isolated lesions, due to the same causes as the principal 
disease. It is much more probable that the insanity is due to 
vaso-motor changes ; like those in insanity from locomotor ataxia, 
due to the influence of the paralysis agitans. 


Melancholia Attonita, Stuporous Insanity. —Dr. J. W. 
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Wigglesworth ( Journal of Mental Science, October, 1883) con¬ 
cludes, first, that from the ill-defined assemblage of cases called 
“melancholia,” “ melancholia attonita,” and “acute dementia,” a 
group has to be distinguished which constitutes a definite clinical 
and pathological entity. Second, that this group is characterized by 
the association of more or less self-absorption passing into vacuity, 
with a definite affection of the muscular system—muscular tre¬ 
mors and muscular rigidity. Third, the pathological basis of the 
same is best marked in the so-called motor cells, and possibly 
originating in them, but having a tendency to spread beyond their 
area. 


Female Diseases among the Insane. —Dr. Ripping ( Allge - 
meine Zeitschrift fur Psychiatrie, Band xxxvii.), in one hundred 
and three autopsies on insane females, found thirty-four cases 
having sexual affections, but the etiological relations of these 
findings to the mental affection were by no means settled. Dur¬ 
ing life Ripping had never had under observation a pure case of 
reflex neurosis arising from sexual apparatus disease. Ripping 
was of opinion that mental diseases and female diseases act in a 
vicious circle, sometimes originating each other, but always 
aggravating each other when coexistent. Danillo ( Archives de 
neurologie, tome iv) made a series of examinations in the Asile 
St. Anne, Paris, with the following results : Of the entire number, 
eighty per cent, suffered from diseases of the generative organs ; 
the majority of these were in the sexually active period. Among 
the latter, the most frequent affections were acute and chronic 
endometritis ; next to these, inflammation of the vaginal portion of 
the uterus. In women beyond the climacteric, chronic inflamma¬ 
tions of the uterus prevailed ; senile marasmus of the uterus being 
left out of consideration. During the period of sexual activity, 
the forms of mental disease preponderating were : melancholia, 
paretic dementia, primary insanity (monomania of Spitzka), 
epileptic insanity, hysterical insanity, secondary dementia, and 
mania ; beyond the climacteric, secondary dementia, then paretic 
dementia, melancholia, and primary insanity. In both classes, 
especially the latter, the greater number had borne children. 
The conclusions of Peretti ( Berliner klinische Wochenschrift, No. 
ro, 1883) bear out these results of Ripping and Danillo, he 
has not been able to find marked results in a single case 
from gynaecological treatment of the psychoses. He admits that 
possibly where local irritation tends to tincture the delusions, gynae¬ 
cological treatment might be of some benefit. These results are 
in corroboration of the unwilling testimony of Dr. Clevees. Claus 
has found that but fifteen per cent, of the female insane coming 
under his care had genital diseases. 


Heredity. —Morandan de Monteyel concludes (Z’ Encephale, 
No. 4, 1883), first, that families in whom insane heredity is present 



